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effective execution of the law by imposing the duty
of detection upon the ordinary policemen, and giving
them summary powers. This enables such officers
to extend indulgence for a price, and makes their
places positions of value which speedily fall into the
hands of those who will not scruple to sell their
indulgences, and bribery and corruption on a vast
scale are the result. The necessity felt by the
violators of the law to purchase protection carries the
struggle for the control of the police establishment
into politics, and mischiefs almost endless follow.
An especially pernicious effect is that society be-
comes divided between the friends and the foes of
the repressive law, and the opposing parties become
animated with a hostility which prevents united
action for purposes considered beneficial by both.
Perhaps the worst of all is that the general regard
and reverence for law are impaired, a consequence
the mischief of which can scarcely be estimated.

If, at the expense of all these evils, the reformation
sought by the law were really and fully effected, the
benefit would not be worth the price paid for it, but
it generally turns out in the end that the legislation
is wholly ineffective and that the condemned prac-
tices, through successful bribery and by various
devices, are carried on much to the same extent as
before the enactment of the law.

What a spectacle is thus afforded of the impotence
of man's conscious effort to overrule the silent and
irresistible forces of nature! The object the law-
maker seeks to gain by this legislation is to do away
with, or greatly diminish, the indulgence in intoxi-